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The Department of Health (DOH) strongly supports SB 2401 HD 1, with a particular 1 

focus on Part IV.   2 

1. In 2017, the DOH requested funding for two years (FY 18 and FY 19) for a pre-3 

arrest diversion pilot known as Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion (LEAD).  4 

The Legislature funded one year (FY 18) and the DOH commenced 5 

implementation of the pilot including the development of purchase of service 6 

contracts in coordination with the Governor’s Coordinator on Homelessness, the 7 

Department of Public Safety, county law enforcement and the community.  A 8 

contract for implementation was executed and the 2018 funds encumbered; which 9 

include a focus on both service provision and evaluation of the pilot.  The 10 

evaluation will include, but is not limited to: 11 

a. Whether LEAD participants reduced incidence of re-arrests or citations 12 

after enrollment (other jurisdictions and states have seen up to a 60% 13 

reduction in re-arrests);  14 
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b. Whether LEAD participants who are homeless at referral are housed 1 

(other jurisdictions and states have seen a 40% housing rate through 2 

LEAD); 3 

c. Whether LEAD participants with substance use disorders engage in 4 

substance abuse treatment (other jurisdictions and states have seen a 55% 5 

increase in engagement in treatment services);  6 

d. Whether LEAD participants with mental health disorders engage in mental 7 

health treatment (other jurisdictions and states have seen a 49% increase in 8 

engagement in treatment services); and 9 

e. Whether LEAD participants have reduced incidence of using the 10 

emergency room (ER) for non-urgent medical care (other jurisdictions and 11 

states have seen a 55% decrease in non-urgent use of the ER for medical 12 

care after enrollment).  13 

2. Additional funding for year two to continue and to sustain the pilot was included 14 

in the Governor’s Executive Budget, but was not included in HB 1900 HD 1 on 15 

the basis that this request was supported through other measures active in the 16 

Legislature – including this measure and HB 2401 HD 1.   17 

3. The DOH preference is that the funds requested in the Governors executive 18 

budget be reinstated to HB 1900 HD 1, and added to the DOH base budget.   19 

4. If it is not the will of the Legislature to include the requested funds in the       20 

DOH base budget, the DOH supports the inclusion of $400,000 in page 12, line 21 

17 to fund two additional years of the current LEAD pilot.  This is necessary to 22 
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effectively implement and evaluate the pilot and determine the feasibility of 1 

implementation to the rest of the State. 2 

5. The current LEAD pilot has widespread support across multiple sectors of the 3 

community, which is apparent in the testimony in favor of the bills listed above. 4 

Without continued funding, the DOH will not be able to sustain the pilot and will 5 

not be able to develop plans for effective expansion based on the evaluation of the 6 

pilot. 7 

6. DOH also supports the inclusion of $1,000,000 in page 12, line 11.  Of this 8 

amount, $600,000 is necessary for fiscal year 2018-2019 for the DOH to continue 9 

to administer homeless outreach, counseling, and diversion for unsheltered 10 

persons experiencing substance abuse, including through professional case 11 

managers who employ basic core competencies for substance abuse treatment 12 

(these services were part of the funds appropriated by the 2017 Legislature and 13 

were in the Governor’s Executive Budget request for $800,000 this session).  The 14 

remaining $400,000 is necessary to fund two additional years of the current 15 

LEAD pilot.   16 

This measure provides support of the pre-arrest diversion efforts (LEAD) already under 17 

way and avoids duplication of effort by creating an additional pilot.  Therefore, we strongly urge 18 

your Committee to pass this measure so that the efforts of the current pilot are supported and 19 

sustained.  20 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.   21 
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March 14, 2018 
 
To:  Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair 
 And members of the Committee on Finance 
 

TESTIMONY IN STRONG SUPPORT OF SB 2301 SD 2 HD 1 RELATING 
TO HOMELESSNESS 

 
Hawaii Youth Services Network (HYSN), a statewide coalition of youth-serving 
organizations, strongly supports SB2301 SD 2 HD 1 Relating to Youth 
Homelessness. 
 
Homeless youth who are living on their own on the streets without support or 
guidance from their families are the most vulnerable segment of our homeless 
population.  They are children who have not completed their education, lack 
employment experience, and have not yet learned the skills for adult living. 
 
Please ensure the funding for services to homeless youth is designated to the 
Office of Youth Services, the state agency responsible for preventing and 
ending youth homelessness. 
 
More than 40% Hawaii’s homeless youth were forced to leave home by their 
families. Nine out of ten (90%) have slept outdoors in a park, beach, sidewalk or 
car. Two-fifths have been beaten or assaulted while on the streets. Of those trading 
sex for food, money, drugs or a place to sleep, 65% said that they were forced to do 
so. 
 
Youth adults ages 18 – 24 face many housing challenges and could benefit from 
rapid rehousing and rent supplement programs. Typically, they work at low-wage 
jobs while trying to complete a GED, attend college, or participate in vocational 
training.  Ensuring that these young adults have stable, safe housing during this 
critical period can provide the foundation that will enable them to be self-supporting 
for a lifetime. 
 
By providing an array of services to meet the needs of different segments of our 
homeless population, we can greatly reduce homelessness. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Judith F. Clark, MPH 
Executive Director 
 





at the Hawaii Public Housing Authority would significantly impact the lives of these already 

traumatized children. 

 

We urge your support for these critical programs.  Please contact our Legislative Liaison, Betty 

Lou Larson, at bettylou.larson@catholiccharitieshawaii.org, or 373-0356 for any questions. 

mailto:bettylou.larson@catholiccharitieshawaii.org
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April 4, 2018 
 
TO:  Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and Members, Committee On 

Finance 
 
FROM:  Pedro Haro, Advocacy Consultant 
 
SUBJECT: Testimony in Support of SB 2401, SD2, HD1 RELATING TO 

HOMELESSNESS 
 
Hearing:  April 4, 2018 at 2:30 pm 

Conference Room 308 
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of Senate Bill 2401, 
SD2, HD1.  I am Pedro Haro, advocacy consultant for PHOCUSED. 
 
PHOCUSED is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization dedicated to increasing the 
safety for, visibility of, and investment in the children and adults in Hawaii who 
are marginalized, impoverished, and under-served. Our organization has been a 
leading voice in advocating for our homeless populations since our formation, 
as the membership of PHOCUSED and our Board of Directors represent many 
of the major providers of human services across our state. In addition, as a 
member of Partners in Care, PHOCUSED is proud to strongly support Senate 
Bill 2401.  
 
Our organization believes that although many strides have been made, Hawaii’s 
ranking as the nation’s leader in per capita homelessness demands major 
investment, as well as action on the part of all community members.  This bill is 
a crucial piece of the aforementioned investment. What this bill will do is invest 
in what we know works and will continue to build momentum.  
 
The Rapid Rehousing, Housing First, Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion, 
Public Housing, Outreach, and the Family Assessment Center are all pillars of 
what works to change the tide in the race to end homelessness in Hawaii. We 
strongly support the continued funding of these programs.  
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PHOCUSED also strongly supports the creation of the shallow, long-term rental 
assistance pilot project. As you know, more than a quarter of the State's 
households fall into homelessness simply because they are short of money to 
pay for their rent but have no other underlying issues. This includes children 
whose families are simply too poor to retain housing. For these children and 
their families, small subsidies allow them to more rapidly secure housing and 
move out of shelters into permanent housing. This gap group will best be served 
through this pilot project, which will include financial case management by a 
United States Department of Housing and Urban Development certified 
financial counseling organization. 
 
We support this bill for the multitude of reasons expressed above. Thank you 
for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of Senate Bill 2401, SD2, 
HD1. 
 
 



http://www.partnersincareoahu.org/


http://www.partnersincareoahu.org/


http://www.partnersincareoahu.org/


   
 

49 South Hotel Street, Room 314 | Honolulu, HI 96813 
www.lwv-hawaii.com | 808.531.7448 | voters@lwv-hawaii.com 

 
 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
 

WEDNESDAY, April 4, 2018, 2:30 PM, Room 308  
SB 2401, SD2, HD1, RELATING TO HOMELESSNESS 

 
TESTIMONY 

Nina Eejima, Legislative Committee, League of Women Voters of Hawaii 
 
 
Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Cullen, and Committee Members: 
 
The League of Women Voters of Hawaii supports and offers comments on SB 2401, SD2, HD1 that 
aims to support efforts to reduce homelessness by: (1)  Establishing a three-year housing homeless 
children pilot program to assist families with minors experiencing, or at imminent risk of, homelessness 
due to domestic violence with obtaining and maintaining permanent housing; and (2)  Appropriating funds 
to the Hawaii Public Housing Authority, Department of Human Services, and Department of Health to 
support the agencies' homelessness initiatives. 

We fully support continued funding support to homeless individuals and families through outreach, housing 
first, and rapid rehousing approaches. This measure reflects the progress that has been made in finding 
and pursuing innovative, sustainable, and integrated solutions to ending homelessness. We specifically 
support the proposed pilot program. Homeless youth are by definition the most vulnerable of the homeless 
community. Meaningful approaches must include strong funding support that can robustly support 
outreach to our homeless youth, together with the availability and provision of targeted services.  

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  
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TESTIMONY FOR SENATE BILL 24 01, SENATE DRAFT 2, HOUSE DRAFT 1, 
RELATING TO HOMELESSNESS 

 
House Committee on Finance 

Hon. Sylvia Luke, Chair 
Hon. Ty J.K. Cullen, Vice Chair 

 
Wednesday, April  4, 2018, 2:30 PM 
State Capitol, Conference Room 308 

 
Honorable Chair Luke and committee members: 
 
 I am Kris Coffield, representing IMUAlliance, a nonpartisan political advocacy 
organization that currently boasts over 400 members. On behalf of our members, we offer this 
testimony in support of Senate Bill 2401, SD 2, HD 1, relating to homelessness.  

 According to the 2017 statewide Point In Time Count (PITC) report, 7,220 houseless 
persons were counted on a single night in January last year, down 9 percent overall from 2016. 
Yet, OÕahu experienced a 0.4 percent increase from the previous year, with 4,959 people counted, 
up from 4,940 the year before. HawaiÕi island saw the largest decrease in its homeless population, 
which fell 32 percent, or 441 people. Maui County had a 22 percent drop, or 249 people, while 
KauaÕi saw a 7 percent drop, or 30 fewer homeless people. Notably, the size of the houseless 
population on OÕahu is up more than 25 percent from 2009, when 3,638 homeless people were 
counted. Additionally, Department of Education officials have estimated that between 3,500-4,000 
public school students experience homelessness at some point during the school yearÐlast 
year's PITC captured just over half of themÐand over 91,000 students are economically 
disadvantaged. We know, then, that our stateÕs homeless population is consistently larger than the 
statistics show. It remains the highest per-capita homeless population in the country, according to 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  

 Over 30 percent of juvenile arrests in HawaiÕi are for running away from home, the highest 
proportion in the nation. Nationally, one in seven young people between the ages of 10 and 18 will 
run away. Approximately 75 percent of runaways are female, while 46 percent of runaway and 
homeless youth report being physically abused, 38 percent report being emotionally abused, and 
17 percent report being forced into unwanted sexual activity by a family or household member, 
according to the National Conference of State Legislatures. Roughly 30 percent of runaway 
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children will be approached for sexual exploitation within 48 hours of being on the run, according 
to the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, with over 80 percent being approached 
for the commercial sex trade during the course of their time on streets. A federal study found that 
an estimated 38,600 runaway youth have been sexually assaulted, in the company of someone 
known to be sexually abusive, or engaged in sexual activity in exchange for money, food, or 
shelter. Runaways are perceived as easy targets for sex traffickers because they lack stable shelter, 
a supportive environment, and financial resources, placing them at greater risk of forced 
prostitution and sexual servitude.  

 Traffickers exploit our limited number of available shelter beds to lure young people into 
exploitation. As the homeless childcare provider Covenant House observes, traffickers tell 
homeless youth that shelters are full and ask, ÒWhere are you going to go? Why donÕt you come 
with me? IÕll take care of you.Ó Coupled with threats of and actual physical and sexual violence 
against the victims or their families, these coercive techniques compel runaway youth to remain 
enslaved. LGBTQ youth, who comprise an estimated 40 percent of the runaway and homeless 
youth population in the United States, are exponentially more likely to fall prey to human 
traffickers because of discrimination, family and community trauma, and a longing for comfort 
and acceptance (an estimated 26 percent of LGBTQ adolescents are rejected by their families and 
put out of their homes simply for being open and honest about who they are). In providing care for 
victims of human trafficking, IMUAlliance has heard their stories hundreds of times.  

 We must find innovative ways to fund homeless services, especially human services, health 
care, outreach, and rapid rehousing to our stateÕs unsheltered and at-risk population, many of 
whom are gainfully employed and contributing our economy. Moreover, we must find a balance 
between rampant real estate speculation and meeting the needs of our stateÕs most economically 
vulnerable residents. Just as our homeless population has soared over the past few years, so, too, 
has our stateÕs cost of housing. The median price of condominiums on OÕahu increased 6 percent 
in the summer of 2017 to a record $425,000, while the median price for single-family homes 
increased by 3 percent to $795,000, according to the Honolulu Board of Realtors, a number that 
they expect to increase by at least another 5 percent in 2018. Average fair market rent for two-
bedroom apartments in outlying communities in the City and County of Honolulu now exceeds 
$2,000, with the cost of a four-bedroom home in urban Honolulu now exceeding $1.1 million. At 
least 43 percent of residences in HawaiÕi are owner unoccupied, according to the National Low-
Income Housing Coalition, meaning that nearly 50 percentÐand by some estimates over halfÐof 
HawaiÕiÕs homes are likely investment properties.  

Many of those properties, in turn, are owned by mainland and foreign buyers, whose real 
estate market speculation is a prime driver of HawaiÕiÕs highest-in-the-nation cost of housing. 
According to a study released in May of 2016 by the HawaiÕi Department of Business, Economic 
Development, and Tourism, there are Òclear distinctionsÓ between the average price of homes 
bought by local residents, mainlanders, and foreigners. Analyzing purchases made between 2008 



!"#$%&'((#)*+%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%,-.-/%01231454%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% #6788**#89:);<68#*=:'6  

and 2015, DBEDT found: ÒThe average sale price was highest among foreign buyers. The average 
sale price of the total of 5,775 homes sold to foreign buyers from 2008 to 2015 was $786,186, 28.3 
percent higher than the average sale price to the mainlanders ($612,770) and 64.7 percent higher 
than the average sale price to local buyers ($477,460).Ó 

Researchers who authored the National Low Income Housing CoalitionÕs Out of Reach 
2017 report found that a full-time worker would need to earn $35.20/hour to afford a two-bedroom 
apartment at fair market value in our state, with Honolulu experiencing a 67 percent increase in 
fair market rent between 2005 and 2015. Average rent for a two-bedroom unit surpassed $2,000 
in recent years, with minimum wage workers needed to log 116 hours per week at their jobs to 
afford a modest one-bedroom apartment at fair market value and 139 hours per week to afford a 
two-bedroomÐa number that is equivalent to working 20 hours a day with no days off year-round. 
In the past three years alone, Honolulu rent has increased by more than 25 percent. While 43 
percent of HawaiÕi residents are renters (a number that does not include individuals and families 
renting outside of the regulated rental market), they earn an average wage of $15.64/hour, scarcely 
enough to meet their basic needs. One out of every four households in HawaiÕi report that they are 
Òdoubling upÓ or are three paychecks or less away from being homeless, per the HawaiÕi Appleseed 
Center for Law and Economic Justice. Additionally, 54 percent of households are cost-burdened, 
meaning that they pay more than 30 percent of their income for housing costs, a number that rises 
to 83 percent of extremely low-income households. Put simply, homelessness is directly tied to 
our stateÕs exorbitant cost of living and penchant for catering to people who use the islands as their 
own private Monopoly board. We beseech you to seek innovative ways of making HawaiÕi more 
affordable, while funding services that show aloha for our economically disadvantaged neighbors. 
Funding Housing First, rapid rehousing programming, rental assistance, comprehensive human 
services, and a coordinated continuum of care (including social and medical services) for homeless 
familiesÐespecially homeless youthÐmust remain one of our stateÕs top priorities, as we continue 
to seek innovative ways of showing aloha to our economically disadvantaged neighbors. 

 When you fund housing, outreach, and human services for the homeless, you are helping 
to end slavery in HawaiÕi. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in support of this bill. 

Sincerely, 
Kris Coffield 
Executive Director 
IMUAlliance 
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Aloha United Way
200 N. Vineyard Blvd., Suite 700 Aloha United Way

Honolulu, Hawaii 96817

Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair,

Representative Ty J. K. Cullen, Vice Chair

House Committee on Finance

SB 2401, SD2, HD1 Relating to Homelessness - SUPPORT with Comments

April 4, 2018; Hearing Time 2:30 PM; Conference Room 308

Honorable Chairs, Vice Chairs & Committee Members:

Aloha United Way supports the intent of SB 2401, SD2, HD1 which appropriates funding to
continue several important homeless programs. However, Aloha United Way believes that a

comprehensive homeless program must include diversion elements to reduce the pipelines

feeding our homeless population.

Recently, Aloha United Way released a report titled ALICE: A STUDY OF FINANCIAL
HARDSHIP IN HAWAI'I. ALICE® (Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed) are
hardworking folks struggling financially from paycheck to paycheck and unable to accrue the

assets to enable them to weather a temporary financial setback. The study identified 165,013

ALICE households in Hawaii - 37% of all households. These individuals and families have
difficulty covering basic expenses like childcare, food, housing, healthcare and transportation.

For ALICE, it takes just one crisis - loss of employment for a short period, an unexpected health

emergency or car repair, an increase in monthly rent - to be at even greater risk of long-term

problems like homelessness.

Forty-two percent of households in Hawaii are renters (fourth highest rate in the country) and

54% of these households pay 50% or more of their monthly income for housing (the second

highest rate in the country). Further, 63% of households lack emergency savings to deal with an

unexpected $500 expense. These statistics highlight the need for a program that can help a family

with a short-term financial crisis weather the setback without becoming homeless.

The Coordinated Statewide Homeless Initiative (CSHI) was an example of an effective diversion

program. Initially intended to serve both the homeless and divert those at-risk of becoming

homeless, 72% of the households served were at-risk as evidenced by an eviction notice. In 18

months of operation, CSHI assisted 1,610 households (4,944 individuals) by providing total rent
assistance of$3.7M. Significantly, on Oahu, CSHI experienced a 97% success rate. Of the 717

diverted households, only 22 (3%) eventually fell into homelessness. Per court records, total

evictions on Oahu fell 25% during the CSHI program.

The key learning from the CSHI grant is that for every one homeless person served, there were

three individuals in the eviction process. Aloha United Way believes that similar diversion

programs must be included in any comprehensive plan to address our ALICE population

200 N. Vineyard Blvd., Suite 700 • Honolulu, Hawaii 96817-3952 • Telephone (808) 536-1951 • Fax (808) 543-2222 • auw.org



homeless issues. Legislation has been introduced to re-establish the diversion and landlord

support portions of CSHI.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. We urge your favorable consideration of SB

2401, SD2, HD1 and request favorable consideration of SB 2027, SD2 to complete a

comprehensive homeless program that includes needed diversion elements.

Sinceye}y,

Norm Baker

coo
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From: Connie Mitchell <conniem@ihshawaii.org>
Sent: Tuesday, April 3, 2018 9:01 AM
To: FINTestimony
Subject: Testimony in SUPPORT of SB 2401 SD2 HD1

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 2401 SD2 HD1, RELATING TO HOMELESSNESS

TO: House Committee on Finance

HEARING: Wednesday, April 4, 2018 at 2:30 pm, Conference Room 308

FROM: Connie Mitchell
             Executive Director
             IHS, The Institute for Human Services, Inc.

Dear Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and members of the Housing Committee on Finance:

Thank you for this opportunity to provide my strong support for SB 2401 SD2 HD1. key to reducing the visible homeless
on our streets and unsheltered otherwise are investments to programs that permanently house them and triage them
off the streets.

Truly affordable rentals for low-income people are a must. $35 million to the Hawaii Public Housing Authority for
improvements and renovations of public housing units will keep many in service and bring more back into the inventory
of affordable rentals.

There are so many people who have been assessed through our Coordinated Entry System who need Permanent
supportive housing. These are the folks who cannot make it on their own, (many of them seniors) and need help to both
get them off the street and to be maintained in housing with wrap around service. Please increase funding for both
Housing first and Rapid Rehousing by 25% to the Department of Human Services for Housing First, Rapid Rehousing ,
Homeless Outreach, including civil legal services and youth outreach. I also ask your support to also increase funding by
25% for Outreach and Counseling for homeless with substance abuse disorders, including the LEAD pilot project. We
must divert this population away from the criminal justice system and into services.

Finally, the bill will create a pilot program that will assist 100 homeless families with minor children or families
imminently facing homelessness due to domestic violence. A rental subsidy (up to $500/mo) along with financial case
management can help us end family homelessness and stabilize them in a permanent rental unit.

Thank you for this opportunity to express my support for SB 2401 SD2 HD1.
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From: Annie Valentin <annie@projectvisionhawaii.org>
Sent: Tuesday, April 3, 2018 9:54 AM
To: FINTestimony
Subject: Testimony in SUPPORT of SB 2401 SD2 HD1

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 2401 SD2 HD1, RELATING TO HOMELESSNESS

TO: House Committee on Finance

HEARING: Wednesday, April 4, 2018 at 2:30 pm, Conference Room 308

FROM: Annie Valentin
             Executive Director
             Project Vision Hawaii

Dear Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and members of the Housing Committee on Finance:

Thank you for this opportunity to provide my strong support for SB 2401 SD2 HD1, which proposes making critical
investments to help people struggling with homelessness in Hawaii. Hawaii cannot afford to lose these programs, which
have proven their effectiveness in addressing homelessness. In fact, we need to increase our investment these core
homelessness programs to quicken the pace at which we are addressing this difficult problem.

I am disturbed by the number and sad condition of so many of our residents living on the streets. It is affecting our
neighborhoods, beaches, and the future of our great state. I ask your support for the specific programs below, which
provide real solutions for homelessness.

First, we need rentals units that are truly affordable for low-income people. $35 million to the Hawaii Public Housing
Authority for improvements and renovations of public housing units will bring rental units back into service.

Hawaii must increase its investment in proven programs that will reduce homelessness in our state. I ask for your
support to increase the current funding by 25% to the Department of Human Services for Housing First, Rapid
Rehousing, Homeless Outreach, including civil legal services and youth outreach. I also ask your support to also increase
funding by 25% for Outreach and Counseling for homeless with substance abuse disorders, including the LEAD pilot
project. We must divert this population away from the criminal justice system and into services.

The bill also will support the Oahu Family Assessment Center (FAC), which successfully housed 91% of the homeless
families it served last year, in under 3 months. Finally, the bill will create a pilot program that will assist 100 homeless
families with minor children or families imminently facing homelessness due to domestic violence. A rental subsidy (up
to $500/mo) along with financial case management can bring these families out of homelessness and stabilize them in a
permanent rental unit.

These actions will have a lasting effect on our State and provide a future for our struggling families and individuals who
so easily can fall into homelessness.

Thank you for this opportunity to express my support for SB 2401 SD2 HD1.
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Comments:  

Dear Chair Luke, Vice Chair and Members of the Finance Committee 

Please pass this Omnibus Homelessness Bill.  The 25% increased funding over the 
Governors bill is essential as well as the sections of the bill that support the assessment 
center, the new pilor program for children, etc.  The more approaches we take to 
address this seemingly intractable problem the better and the more intense efforts 
towards each of the various categories causing houselessness increases the possibility 
of making a dent in the numbers.  While working towards that end, we must also 
consider each person humanely and will respect.  This bill should encourage those 
working towards social justice in our beloved state. 

Thank you for passing this bill. 
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FIN-Jo

From: Jeannine Souki <jeannine808@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 3, 2018 8:45 AM
To: FINTestimony
Subject: Testimony in SUPPORT of SB 2401 SD2 HD1

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 2401 SD2 HD1, RELATING TO HOMELESSNESS

TO: House Committee on Finance

HEARING: Wednesday, April 4, 2018 at 2:30 pm, Conference Room 308

FROM: Jeannine  Souki

Aloha Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and members of the Committee on Finance:

I appreciate the opportunity to provide my strong support for SB 2401 SD2 HD1, which proposes making critical
investments to help people struggling with access to affordable housing and homelessness in Hawaii. These programs
help provide a critical safety net to get individuals and families back on their feet and help to build economic success for
our state. We cannot afford to lose these programs that are addressing homelessness. In fact, we need to increase our
investment and provide wrap around services to address this difficult and persistent problem.

I am disturbed by the number and sad condition of so many of our residents, especially families with children, and teens
living on the streets. It is affecting our neighborhoods, beaches, and the economic future of our great state. I ask your
support for the specific programs below, which provide real solutions for homelessness:

* $35 million to the Hawaii Public Housing Authority for improvements and renovations of public housing units will bring
rental units back into service. These rentals units that are truly affordable for low-income people and we simply need
more of them.

* Increase the current funding by 25% to the Department of Human Services for Housing First, Rapid Rehousing,
Homeless Outreach, including civil legal services and youth outreach.

* Increase funding by 25% for Outreach and Counseling for homeless with substance abuse disorders, including the LEAD
pilot project. We must divert this population away from the criminal justice system and into services.

* Support the Oahu Family Assessment Center (FAC), which successfully housed 91% of the homeless families it served
last year, in under 3 months.

* Create a pilot program that will assist 100 homeless families with minor children or families imminently facing
homelessness due to domestic violence. A rental subsidy (up to $500/mo) along with financial case management can
bring these families out of homelessness and stabilize them in a permanent rental unit.
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We must also consider other programs that help the homeless prepare and improve their skills for the workforce such as
Adult English Language programs for migrants, particularly from the Freely Associated States; programs that teach basic
computer skills and job coaching programs to help individuals prepare for and maintain employment.

These actions will have a lasting effect on our State and provide a future for our struggling families and individuals who
so easily can fall into homelessness.

Mahalo for your consideration.

Jeannine Souki



SB-2401-HD-1 
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Comments:  

Homelessness is a complex, multifacated issue and there is no "silver bullet" and 
experience has shown that there is no one single solution that will "solve the 
problem."  What might work for one individual or subpopulation may not be the right fit 
for another.  This is why it is vital to have as full a continuum of services as possible.  I 
believe it is vital to fund a spectrum of services and urge you to to support this bill which 
provides resources for several parts of the service continuum. 
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FIN-Jo

From: Debra de Luis <ddeluis@hawaiiantel.net>
Sent: Tuesday, April 3, 2018 9:07 AM
To: FINTestimony
Subject: Testimony in SUPPORT of SB 2401 SD2 HD1

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 2401 SD2 HD1, RELATING TO HOMELESSNESS

TO: House Committee on Finance

HEARING: Wednesday, April 4, 2018 at 2:30 pm, Conference Room 308

FROM: Debra de Luis

Dear Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and members of the Housing Committee on Finance:

Thank you for this opportunity to express my strong support for SB 2401 SD2 HD1, which proposes making critical
investments to help people struggling with homelessness in Hawaii. I work on the front lines, look into the eyes of
homeless individuals every day, and I assure you that Hawaii needs these evidence-based programs to save lives. Rather
than replacing effective programs, we need to increase our investment to these core homelessness programs to quicken
the pace at which we are addressing this difficult problem.

As I enter this information, I look over my shoulder and can see a group of homeless consumers on the lawn in the park
across the street. Every day I am distressed by the number and sad condition of so many of our residents living on the
streets. Homelessness impacts low-income families whose lives leave them on the edge of homelessness daily, costs
more in resources than the high cost of housing, and shortens lives. Our sick, our kupuna, our youth, our families
deserve access to the programs mentioned below, which provide real solutions for homelessness. Please support the
following.

1. Truly affordable housing is needed for low-income people. $35 million to the Hawaii Public Housing Authority for
improvements and renovations of public housing units will bring rental units back into service.

2. Programs with proven records will reduce homelessness in our state. I ask for your support to increase the current
funding by 25% to the Department of Human Services for Housing First, Rapid Rehousing, Homeless Outreach, and civil
legal services.

3. I also ask your support to also increase funding by 25% for Outreach and Counseling for homeless with substance
abuse disorders, including the LEAD pilot project. We must divert this population away from the criminal justice system
and into services.

4. The bill also will support the Oahu Family Assessment Center (FAC), which successfully housed 91% of the homeless
families it served last year, in under 3 months. We need more programs like this statewide!
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5. Finally, the bill will create a pilot program that will assist 100 homeless families with minor children or families
imminently facing homelessness due to domestic violence. A rental subsidy (up to $500/mo) along with financial case
management can bring these families out of homelessness and stabilize them in a permanent rental unit.

These actions will have a lasting effect on our State and provide a future for our struggling families and individuals who
so easily can fall into homelessness.

Thank you for this opportunity to express my support for SB 2401 SD2 HD1.
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From: Erin Rutherford <erinrutherford815@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 3, 2018 10:22 AM
To: FINTestimony
Subject: Testimony in SUPPORT of SB 2401 SD2 HD1

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 2401 SD2 HD1, RELATING TO HOMELESSNESS

TO: House Committee on Finance

HEARING: Wednesday, April 4, 2018 at 2:30 pm, Conference Room 308

FROM: Erin Rutherford

Dear Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and members of the Housing Committee on Finance:

Thank you for this opportunity to provide my strong support for SB 2401 SD2 HD1, which proposes making critical
investments to help people struggling with homelessness in Hawaii. I graduated from University of Hawaii's School of
Social Work in 2010. I began my practicum as a student in 2009 working with homeless families at Family Promise
homeless shelter. i then got a job in the homeless service field after graduation. I have been working with Hawaii's
homeless families for nearly a decade. I have seen the homeless situation get worse, but I have also seen many
improvements. One thing I can say with absolute certainty though is that you MUST continue to invest in the services
and programs that are currently available. Decreases in any funding has a ripple effect that is hard to recover from and
means that more families will suffer and people will continue to die on the streets. I can also say with certainty that
keeping funding at it's current level will do nothing more than maintain the status quo. you MUST increase your funding
in the core homeless services if you want to continue to see improvements.

I am disturbed by the number and sad condition of so many of our residents living on the streets. It is affecting our
neighborhoods, beaches, and the future of our great state. I ask your support for the specific programs below, which
provide real solutions for homelessness.

First, we need rentals units that are truly affordable for low-income people. $35 million to the Hawaii Public Housing
Authority for improvements and renovations of public housing units will bring rental units back into service.

Hawaii must increase its investment in proven programs that will reduce homelessness in our state. I ask for your
support to increase the current funding by 25% to the Department of Human Services for Housing First, Rapid
Rehousing, Homeless Outreach, including civil legal services and youth outreach. I also ask your support to also increase
funding by 25% for Outreach and Counseling for homeless with substance abuse disorders, including the LEAD pilot
project. We must divert this population away from the criminal justice system and into services.

The bill also will support the Oahu Family Assessment Center (FAC), which successfully housed 91% of the homeless
families it served last year, in under 3 months. Finally, the bill will create a pilot program that will assist 100 homeless
families with minor children or families imminently facing homelessness due to domestic violence. A rental subsidy (up
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to $500/mo) along with financial case management can bring these families out of homelessness and stabilize them in a
permanent rental unit.

These actions will have a lasting effect on our State and provide a future for our struggling families and individuals who
so easily can fall into homelessness.

Thank you for this opportunity to express my support for SB 2401 SD2 HD1.
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From: Marya Grambs <Mgrambs@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 3, 2018 10:16 AM
To: FINTestimony
Subject: Testimony in SUPPORT of SB 2401 SD2 HD1

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 2401 SD2 HD1, RELATING TO HOMELESSNESS

TO: House Committee on Finance

HEARING: Wednesday, April 4, 2018 at 2:30 pm, Conference Room 308

FROM: Marya Grambs
             VOLUNTEER
             Partners in Care and PHOCUSED

Dear Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and members of the Housing Committee on Finance:

The programs in this bill SB 2401 SD2 HD1, have proven their effectiveness - and ROI - in addressing homelessness. In
fact, they are critical to the success of Safe Zones (if these are funded), because they enable people to move into
permanent homes from the Zones.

IN ORDER TO STOP THE FLOW OF OVER 5,000 PEOPLE FALLING INTO HOMELESSNESS EACH YEAR, we need rentals units
that are truly affordable for low-income people. $35 million to the Hawaii Public Housing Authority for improvements
and renovations of public housing units will bring rental units back into service.

I also ask for your support to increase the current funding by 25% to the Department of Human Services for Housing
First, Rapid Rehousing, Homeless Outreach, including civil legal services and youth outreach. I also ask your support to
also increase funding by 25% for Outreach and Counseling for homeless with substance abuse disorders, including the
LEAD pilot project. We must divert this population away from the criminal justice system and into services.

The bill also will support the Oahu Family Assessment Center (FAC), which successfully housed 91% of the homeless
families it served last year, in under 3 months. Finally, the bill will create a pilot program that will assist 100 homeless
families with minor children or families imminently facing homelessness due to domestic violence. A rental subsidy (up
to $500/mo) along with financial case management can bring these families out of homelessness and stabilize them in a
permanent rental unit.

These actions will have a lasting effect on our State and provide a future for our struggling families and individuals who
so easily can fall into homelessness.

Thank you for this opportunity to express my support for SB 2401 SD2 HD1.
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From: Nicole Velasco <nicole@nicolevelasco.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 3, 2018 10:06 AM
To: FINTestimony
Subject: Testimony in SUPPORT of SB 2401 SD2 HD1

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 2401 SD2 HD1, RELATING TO HOMELESSNESS

TO: House Committee on Finance

HEARING: Wednesday, April 4, 2018 at 2:30 pm, Conference Room 308

FROM: Nicole Velasco

Dear Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and members of the Housing Committee on Finance:

Thank you for this opportunity to provide my strong support for SB 2401 SD2 HD1, which proposes making critical
investments to help people struggling with homelessness in Hawaii. Hawaii cannot afford to lose these programs, which
have proven their effectiveness in addressing homelessness. In fact, we need to increase our investment these core
homelessness programs to quicken the pace at which we are addressing this difficult problem.

I am disturbed by the number and sad condition of so many of our residents living on the streets. It is affecting our
neighborhoods, beaches, and the future of our great state. I ask your support for the specific programs below, which
provide real solutions for homelessness.

First, we need rentals units that are truly affordable for low-income people. $35 million to the Hawaii Public Housing
Authority for improvements and renovations of public housing units will bring rental units back into service.

Hawaii must increase its investment in proven programs that will reduce homelessness in our state. I ask for your
support to increase the current funding by 25% to the Department of Human Services for Housing First, Rapid
Rehousing, Homeless Outreach, including civil legal services and youth outreach. I also ask your support to also increase
funding by 25% for Outreach and Counseling for homeless with substance abuse disorders, including the LEAD pilot
project. We must divert this population away from the criminal justice system and into services.

The bill also will support the Oahu Family Assessment Center (FAC), which successfully housed 91% of the homeless
families it served last year, in under 3 months. Finally, the bill will create a pilot program that will assist 100 homeless
families with minor children or families imminently facing homelessness due to domestic violence. A rental subsidy (up
to $500/mo) along with financial case management can bring these families out of homelessness and stabilize them in a
permanent rental unit.

These actions will have a lasting effect on our State and provide a future for our struggling families and individuals who
so easily can fall into homelessness.

Thank you for this opportunity to express my support for SB 2401 SD2 HD1.
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From: Carla Houser <chouser@rysehawaii.org>
Sent: Tuesday, April 3, 2018 10:56 AM
To: FINTestimony
Subject: Testimony in SUPPORT of SB 2401 SD2 HD1

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 2401 SD2 HD1, RELATING TO HOMELESSNESS

TO: House Committee on Finance

HEARING: Wednesday, April 4, 2018 at 2:30 pm, Conference Room 308

FROM: Carla Houser
             Executive Director
             Residential Youth Services and Empowerment (RYSE)

Dear Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and members of the Housing Committee on Finance:

Mahalo for this opportunity to provide strong support for SB 2401 SD2 HD1, which will make crucial strides to assist
people struggling with homelessness in Hawaii. Our agency works with homeless, transition aged youth ages 18-24 and
we cannot afford to lose these programs, which have proven their effectiveness in addressing homelessness. Across the
nation, youth and families are the fastest growing subpopulation of homelessness. Given the complexities of a homeless
experience for a child or young person, I would hope we continue to take a multidimensional approach to move our
youth and families into housing quickly.
As a homeless youth service provider, I have watched a growing numbers of youth take care of themselves on the street
at a very young age for far too long. It is time we step up our efforts to deal with the problem and capitalize on the
strengths and resiliency of our young people. The idea is to intervene early, with services targeted toward the particular
needs of young people — before homelessness becomes chronic, and it’s much harder to move them off the street.
First, we need rentals units that are truly affordable for low-income people. $35 million to the Hawaii Public Housing
Authority for improvements and renovations of public housing units will bring rental units back into service.

Hawaii must increase its investment in proven programs that will reduce homelessness in our state. I ask for your
support to increase the current funding by 25% to the Department of Human Services for Housing First, Rapid
Rehousing, Homeless Outreach, including civil legal services and youth outreach. I also ask your support to also increase
funding by 25% for Outreach and Counseling for homeless with substance abuse disorders, including the LEAD pilot
project. We must divert this population away from the criminal justice system and into services.

The bill also will support the Oahu Family Assessment Center (FAC), which successfully housed 91% of the homeless
families it served last year, in under 3 months. Finally, the bill will create a pilot program that will assist 100 homeless
families with minor children or families imminently facing homelessness due to domestic violence. A rental subsidy (up
to $500/mo) along with financial case management can bring these families out of homelessness and stabilize them in a
permanent rental unit.

These actions will have a lasting effect on our State and provide a future for our struggling families, youth and
individuals who so easily can fall into homelessness.
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Thank you for this opportunity to express my support for SB 2401 SD2 HD1.
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From: Rose Aranita <rra8665@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 3, 2018 11:49 AM
To: FINTestimony
Subject: Testimony in SUPPORT of SB 2401 SD2 HD1

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 2401 SD2 HD1, RELATING TO HOMELESSNESS

TO: House Committee on Finance

HEARING: Wednesday, April 4, 2018 at 2:30 pm, Conference Room 308

FROM: Rose Aranita

Dear Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and members of the Housing Committee on Finance:

Thank you for this opportunity to provide my strong support for SB 2401 SD2 HD1, which proposes making critical
investments to help people struggling with homelessness in Hawaii. The Sisters of Saint Joseph of Carondelet in Hawaii
strongly support this bill to continue important services and housing for our homeless people! Hawaii cannot afford to
lose these programs, which have proven their effectiveness in addressing homelessness. In fact, we need to increase our
investment these core homelessness programs to quicken the pace at which we are addressing this difficult problem.

I am disturbed by the number and sad condition of so many of our residents living on the streets. It is affecting our
neighborhoods, beaches, and the future of our great state. I ask your support for the specific programs below, which
provide real solutions for homelessness.

First, we need rentals units that are truly affordable for low-income people. $35 million to the Hawaii Public Housing
Authority for improvements and renovations of public housing units will bring rental units back into service.

Hawaii must increase its investment in proven programs that will reduce homelessness in our state. I ask for your
support to increase the current funding by 25% to the Department of Human Services for Housing First, Rapid
Rehousing, Homeless Outreach, including civil legal services and youth outreach. I also ask your support to also increase
funding by 25% for Outreach and Counseling for homeless with substance abuse disorders, including the LEAD pilot
project. We must divert this population away from the criminal justice system and into services.

The bill also will support the Oahu Family Assessment Center (FAC), which successfully housed 91% of the homeless
families it served last year, in under 3 months. Finally, the bill will create a pilot program that will assist 100 homeless
families with minor children or families imminently facing homelessness due to domestic violence. A rental subsidy (up
to $500/mo) along with financial case management can bring these families out of homelessness and stabilize them in a
permanent rental unit.

These actions will have a lasting effect on our State and provide a future for our struggling families and individuals who
so easily can fall into homelessness.
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Thank you for this opportunity to express my support for SB 2401 SD2 HD1.
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From: Anna Stone <annabelle.stone@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 3, 2018 11:35 AM
To: FINTestimony
Subject: Testimony in SUPPORT of SB 2401 SD2 HD1

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 2401 SD2 HD1, RELATING TO HOMELESSNESS

TO: House Committee on Finance

HEARING: Wednesday, April 4, 2018 at 2:30 pm, Conference Room 308

FROM: Anna Stone

Dear Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and members of the Housing Committee on Finance:

The issue of homelessness is alarming and of great importance to all in Hawaii, whether we are housed or not. This is the
reason I want to thank you for this opportunity to provide my strong support for SB 2401 SD2 HD1, which proposes
making critical investments to help people struggling with homelessness in Hawaii. Hawaii cannot afford to lose
programs that will provide shelter to those in need. We have to move forward, even to the point of intensifying our
investments in ending homelessness in our State.

We cannot turn away and ignore. It is disturbing to see the numbers. The condition is sad for many living on the streets.
It is affecting our neighborhoods, beaches, and the future of our great state. I ask your support for the specific programs
below, which provide real solutions for homelessness.

First, we need rentals units that are truly affordable for low-income people. $35 million to the Hawaii Public Housing
Authority for improvements and renovations of public housing units will bring rental units back into service.

Hawaii must increase its investment in proven programs that will reduce homelessness in our state. I ask for your
support to increase the current funding by 25% to the Department of Human Services for Housing First, Rapid
Rehousing, Homeless Outreach, including civil legal services and youth outreach. I also ask your support to also increase
funding by 25% for Outreach and Counseling for homeless with substance abuse disorders, including the LEAD pilot
project. We must divert this population away from the criminal justice system and into services.

The bill also will support the Oahu Family Assessment Center (FAC), which successfully housed 91% of the homeless
families it served last year, in under 3 months. Finally, the bill will create a pilot program that will assist 100 homeless
families with minor children or families imminently facing homelessness due to domestic violence. A rental subsidy (up
to $500/mo) along with financial case management can bring these families out of homelessness and stabilize them in a
permanent rental unit.

These actions will have a lasting effect on our State and provide a future for our struggling families and individuals who
so easily can fall into homelessness.
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Thank you for this opportunity to express my support for SB 2401 SD2 HD1.
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From: Eric Englin <eric.englin@phocused-hawaii.org>
Sent: Tuesday, April 3, 2018 1:01 PM
To: FINTestimony
Subject: Testimony in SUPPORT of SB 2401 SD2 HD1

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 2401 SD2 HD1, RELATING TO HOMELESSNESS

TO: House Committee on Finance

HEARING: Wednesday, April 4, 2018 at 2:30 pm, Conference Room 308

FROM: Eric Englin

Dear Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and members of the Housing Committee on Finance:

Thank you for this opportunity to provide my strong support for SB 2401 SD2 HD1, which proposes making critical
investments to help people struggling with homelessness in Hawaii. Hawaii cannot afford to lose these programs, which
have proven their effectiveness in addressing homelessness. In fact, we need to increase our investment these core
homelessness programs to quicken the pace at which we are addressing this difficult problem.

As the administrator for the family coordinated entry system, I have seen just how apparent it is that we have a diverse
set of resources for our many families that fall into homelessness. Any reduction to these resources will allow us to
house fewer families total and, additionally, it will keep families homeless longer. Permanent Supportive Housing and
Rapid Rehousing are our major housing resources for our unsheltered families. Shelters and outreach teams are another
important aspect of our system as they help us identify families falling into homelessness and work with those families
to get them back into housing as soon as possible. Together, these resources form the core of our services for literally
homeless families, and they should be maintained and expanded to better serve our community.

I am disturbed by the number and sad condition of so many of our residents living on the streets. It is affecting our
neighborhoods, beaches, and the future of our great state. I ask your support for the specific programs below, which
provide real solutions for homelessness.

First, we need rentals units that are truly affordable for low-income people. $35 million to the Hawaii Public Housing
Authority for improvements and renovations of public housing units will bring rental units back into service.

Hawaii must increase its investment in proven programs that will reduce homelessness in our state. I ask for your
support to increase the current funding by 25% to the Department of Human Services for Housing First, Rapid
Rehousing, Homeless Outreach, including civil legal services and youth outreach. I also ask your support to also increase
funding by 25% for Outreach and Counseling for homeless with substance abuse disorders, including the LEAD pilot
project. We must divert this population away from the criminal justice system and into services.

The bill also will support the Oahu Family Assessment Center (FAC), which successfully housed 91% of the homeless
families it served last year, in under 3 months. Finally, the bill will create a pilot program that will assist 100 homeless
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families with minor children or families imminently facing homelessness due to domestic violence. A rental subsidy (up
to $500/mo) along with financial case management can bring these families out of homelessness and stabilize them in a
permanent rental unit.

These actions will have a lasting effect on our State and provide a future for our struggling families and individuals who
so easily can fall into homelessness.

Thank you for this opportunity to express my support for SB 2401 SD2 HD1.
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From: Lawrence Chun <lawmoc@aol.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 3, 2018 12:02 PM
To: FINTestimony
Subject: Testimony in SUPPORT of SB 2401 SD2 HD1

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 2401 SD2 HD1, RELATING TO HOMELESSNESS

TO: House Committee on Finance

HEARING: Wednesday, April 4, 2018 at 2:30 pm, Conference Room 308

FROM: Lawrence Chun

Dear Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and members of the Housing Committee on Finance:
I support SB 2401, SD2, HD1 fully. I'm most concerned with the Homeless situation on Oahu and the Neighbor Islands.
We need to all strive to mitigate, possibly eliminate, this societal scourge as people of good will. Compassion, though
very foolish to many, is an absolute "must." I believe we will all be judged when our time as mortals on earth is over. LC
Thank you for this opportunity to provide my strong support for SB 2401 SD2 HD1, which proposes making critical
investments to help people struggling with homelessness in Hawaii. Hawaii cannot afford to lose these programs, which
have proven their effectiveness in addressing homelessness. In fact, we need to increase our investment these core
homelessness programs to quicken the pace at which we are addressing this difficult problem.

I am disturbed by the number and sad condition of so many of our residents living on the streets. It is affecting our
neighborhoods, beaches, and the future of our great state. I ask your support for the specific programs below, which
provide real solutions for homelessness.

First, we need rentals units that are truly affordable for low-income people. $35 million to the Hawaii Public Housing
Authority for improvements and renovations of public housing units will bring rental units back into service.

Hawaii must increase its investment in proven programs that will reduce homelessness in our state. I ask for your
support to increase the current funding by 25% to the Department of Human Services for Housing First, Rapid
Rehousing, Homeless Outreach, including civil legal services and youth outreach. I also ask your support to also increase
funding by 25% for Outreach and Counseling for homeless with substance abuse disorders, including the LEAD pilot
project. We must divert this population away from the criminal justice system and into services.

The bill also will support the Oahu Family Assessment Center (FAC), which successfully housed 91% of the homeless
families it served last year, in under 3 months. Finally, the bill will create a pilot program that will assist 100 homeless
families with minor children or families imminently facing homelessness due to domestic violence. A rental subsidy (up
to $500/mo) along with financial case management can bring these families out of homelessness and stabilize them in a
permanent rental unit.

These actions will have a lasting effect on our State and provide a future for our struggling families and individuals who
so easily can fall into homelessness.
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Thank you for this opportunity to express my support for SB 2401 SD2 HD1.



DAVID Y. IGE 
GOVERNOR 
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TESTIMONY 
OF 

SARAH ALLEN, ADMINISTRATOR 
STATE PROCUREMENT OFFICE 

 
TO THE HOUSE COMMITTEE 

ON 
FINANCE 

April 4, 2018 at 2:30 PM 
 

SENATE BILL 2401 SD2 HD1 
RELATING TO HOMELESSNESS 

Chair Luke Vice-Chair Cullen, and members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to 
submit testimony on SB 2401 SD2 HD1.  

The State Procurement Office (SPO) supports the intent of this bill and has comments about the 
exemption language on page 9, Part 2, Section 2, lines 17 to 20.  

The SPO appreciates that pilot programs of a period of 3 years or less should be authorized an 
exemption to the procurement code for the purpose of actuating the mission within that period. 
However, in order to prevent the department from procuring exempt contracts for a period of 
performance beyond the pilot, the SPO recommends the following verbiage be added to Section 
(e): 

“(e) The Hawaii public housing authority may procure case management and counseling 
services without regard to chapter 103D and 103F, Hawaii Revised Statutes, for 
assisting 20 participants in the housing homeless children pilot program, provided the 
period of performance of these procurements does not exceed the term of the pilot 
project.” 

 

Thank you. 
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TO: Chair Luke 
        Vice Chair Cullen 
        Members of the Committee on Finance 
 
FR:   Nanci Kreidman, M.A 
 
Re:  Testimony in Support of SB 2401 SD2, Relating to Homelessness  
 
We offer this testimony in support of SB 2401, SD2. 
 
There has been far too little attention paid to the correlation between domestic violence and 
houselessness. The community discourse, media attention and strategies for intervention have 
overlooked the specific challenges and unique circumstances facing victims of domestic violence. 
 
In October 2017, the Domestic Violence Action Center convened, with funding support from Hawaii 
Community Foundation, a Summit, True Nexus: Domestic Violence is a Cause of Houselessness. The 
multi-sector participation highlighted the lack of a shared vocabulary and collaboration highlighted 
the importance of focusing greater attention and more resources to families suffering the harm of 
abuse. 
 
At any given time, there are multiple clients of DVAC who are couch-surfing or living in their cars. 
Better options must be made available. 
 
Thank you for your support of an approach that can keep island families safe and housed.  
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Email: MikeGoodman@HawaiiKaiHomelessTaskForce.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
RE: TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB2401 - FOR THE HOUSE 
FINANCE COMMITTEE  HEARING ON APRIL 4, 12:30 PM IN RM 308 
 
 
Aloha Chair Luke, and all Committee Members. I appreciate the opportunity to testify in 
support of SB2401. 
 
Homelessness is a massively complex problem, that can only be resolved with a 
multifaceted approach.  I urge you to vote for SB2401, because this bill provides 
critical services which are essential in order to end homelessness.  
 
I suggest however that the second paragraph in the “findings section” be amended to 
encourage, but not mandate, the increased use of ultra-low-cost modular dwellings as 
part of Housing First, Rapid Re-housing, and other programs which acquire or subsidize 
housing.  
 
There are roughly 7200 homeless people in the State. We need to build seven to eight 
thousand units in order to house everyone and end homelessness.  This would cost a 
minimum of $2 billion with the construction methods used by existing programs.  So 
unless we change the way we build housing, things will continue as they are, with some 
exiting to permanent housing, while the majority “sleeps rough”. We must avail ourselves 
of materials, designs and technology, that enable us to build exponentially more housing 
at an exponentially lower cost.   
 
There are many high-tech modular dwellings manufactured by a variety of companies 
that cost less than 94% of brick and mortar housing.  There are also new technologies 
that can sometimes circumvent the need for infrastructure.   Moreover, construction would 
take less than 2 years, instead of the 8 to 10 years it takes for traditional housing.  For 
under $200 million, we could house every homeless person in the State. That’s less than 
we’re already spending on unsheltered homelessness for emergency medical care, law 
enforcement, property damage and homeless sweeps. 
 
Decades of research and real-world experience, shows that permanent housing, with 
wrap-around supportive services  under a “housing first” paradigm, is the most effective 
way to end homelessness.  However, there is nothing in the reams of data, studies 
and evidenced-based practices showing that dwellings must be made from brick & 
mortar, metal, wood, or any other material in order for “Housing First” to be 
effective.  

 
 

Mahalo! 

 

 

Mike Goodman 
Director, H.K. Homeless Task Force 

 
Mike Goodman, Director 
Cell: (808) 428-9779 
Fax:  (949) 229-1953 
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SB-2401-HD-1 
Submitted on: 4/3/2018 6:35:54 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 4/4/2018 2:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

George M Clifford Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

A key measure of a society's greatness, justice, and capacity to endure the tests of time 
is how that society treats its most vulnerable members. SB2401, by taking positive and 
often proven steps to house children and the homeless will not only save the state 
government money by reducing crime and the demand for expensive social services but 
also improve the quality of life in Hawaii and demonstrate that we are truly the Aloha 
state. 
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FIN-Jo

From: Phil Augustus Acosta <pacosta@aleabridge.org>
Sent: Tuesday, April 3, 2018 7:13 PM
To: FINTestimony
Subject: Testimony in SUPPORT of SB 2401 SD2 HD1

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 2401 SD2 HD1, RELATING TO HOMELESSNESS

TO: House Committee on Finance

HEARING: Wednesday, April 4, 2018 at 2:30 pm, Conference Room 308

FROM: "Phil" Augustus Acosta
             Executive Director
             ALEA Bridge

To Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and members of the Finance Committee:

On behalf of ALEA Bridge, I would like to provide our strong support for SB 2401 SD2 HD1, which proposes making
critical investments to help people struggling with homelessness in Hawaii. The programs funded through this Bill have
proven their effectiveness in addressing homelessness. In fact, we need to increase our investment to these critical
homelessness programs to adequately address this epidemic affecting our State.

Some highlights of the bill which we feel are most important:
$35 million to the Hawaii Public Housing Authority for improvements and renovations of public housing units
Increase the current funding by 25% to the Department of Human Services for Housing First, Rapid Rehousing, Homeless
Outreach, including civil legal services and youth outreach
Increase funding by 25% for Outreach and Counseling for homeless with substance abuse disorders, including the LEAD
pilot project
Support the Oahu Family Assessment Center (FAC), which successfully housed 91% of the homeless families it served
last year, in under 3 months
A pilot program that will assist 100 homeless families with minor children or families imminently facing homelessness
due to domestic violence

These actions will have a lasting effect on our State and provide a future for our struggling families and individuals who
so easily can fall into homelessness.

Thank you for this opportunity to express my support for SB 2401 SD2 HD1.
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